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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of forms of addressing from the
same-sex persons and gender on feelings toward the addresser and the addressee, and the
perception of interpersonal closeness. Forms of addressing were composed of four forms:
to address him/her as Sir or Madam (e.g. Yamada-san: -san), to refer to him/her as Mr. or
Ms. (e.g. Yamada-kun: -kun/-chan), to call him/her by name without any honorific title (e.g.
Yamada: yobisute), and to call him/her by his/her nickname (e.g. Yama-cchi: nickname).
Participants were 110 male and 122 female undergraduates. Each factor analysis of the
feelings toward the addresser and the addressee revealed the same two factors: positive
feelings and negative feelings. The females’ positive feelings toward the addresser were
higher than males’. The males’ positive feelings toward the addresser of “-kun/-chan” and
“nickname” were higher than “-san”. The females’ positive feelings toward the addresser
of “-kun/-chan”, “yobisute”, and “nickname” were higher than “-san”. Further those of
“yobisute” and “nickname” were higher than “-kun/-chan”. The negative feelings toward
the addresser of “-san” were higher than “-kun/-chan” and “yobisute”. The females’
positive feelings toward the addressee were higher than males’. The positive feelings

” o«

toward the addressee of “-kun/-chan”, “yobisute”, and “nickname” were higher than “-san”

Further those of “yobisute” and “nickname” were higher than “-kun/-chan”. The negative
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feelings toward the addressee of “-san” were higher than “-kun/-chan”, “yobisute”, and
“nickname”. The perception of interpersonal closeness of “-kun/-chan”, “yobisute”, and
“nickname” was higher than “-san”. Further, thoes of “yobisute” and “nickname” was
higher than “-kun/-chan”. These results revealed that the perception of interpersonal

closeness varied according to the addressing.
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