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MPEP 2141.01(a) IV. ANALOGY IN THE MECHANICAL ARTS

% 72 MPEPIZ I BEAT (2D W THAT - B 5l I B 2 2817 CTRARR 2 BIR 2R LT o
See, for example, Stevenson v. International Trade Comm., 612F2d546, 204USPQ276,280(CCPA 1079)
("In a simple mechanical invention a broad spectrum of prior art must be explored and it is reasonable to
permit inquiry into other areas where one of ordinary skill in the art would be aware that similar problems
exist"). See also In re Bigio, 81F. 3d 1320 1325-26, 72USPQ2d 1209,1211-12(Fed.Cir. 2004). The
patent application claimed a *hair brusht having a specific bristle configuration. The Board affirmed the
examinerls rejection of the claims as being obvious in view of prior art patents disclosing toothbrushes.

i H 2 B FEI T, SEATHAR DIV AR MUSEAE S, 3B DO REAFAE S
5 LGN L) MDOTEIZONTE, BATHAT E L TIRT L R GHMICHFEINL LD TH
%, (Inre Bigio 381F.3d 1320 Fed. Cir. 2004)

FrRFMBI, FHEDOHIETHRZERERS [ANT777V] 27V —L LTz, W77V %
BH7R L 72647 HERT 0 6 HIHCTh % & L 728 A E DM 2 # I E E L 72,

Also see In re Deminski, 796F.2d 436,230 USPQ 313(Fed. Cir. 1986

(Applicant®s claims related to double-acting high pressure gas transmission line compressor in which the
valves could be removed easily for replacement. The Board relied upon references which taught either a
double-acting piston pump or a double-acting piston compressor. The court agreed that since the cited
pumps and a compressors have essentially the same function and structure, the field of endeavor includes
both types of double-action piston devices for moving fluids.)

S 62, #EIPEERHAT (CATFC) H¥tn re DeminskiFif): = 22 HA,

HBEAND 7 L — 21&, WV THPIRD 72D IZFE G I 2 &2 T & B2 EE O 77
ARG IZFR DD S DTH B o 2BFEEI Y A N VR Y TIR2BEBEBI A b R TR HURL
TWAZELH (BE) ICFHEISE > 720 BHPTE, K2 7 LM I REAR I — O BkRE &
R EFODOT, BHT 50 B IBELE 2T 72015 4 TO2RBHERE R + v EEE &
bOTHH &) HITIZFEET %0

® BEAEHEGITRO 5N 5 B OB PE

O L) IHPHAMIZOWTEAZHANL THI L T 20, ChHHFEZSIT LD 1,
B fe s L i3vz &b FEHPREBUL S W2 OB E L B TH 2 b Oh N
SNTW5,

bbb, KEFFEEROFUOHEM T OERIE, AELMERRESHRIN TS
TR, ZOXWHPBBUL SN RHRZDOb DS HHFREDOEUMDSLETH L LBE L
TWbEHIHR 5,

© FHBLTIE W IEAT A & HIr S 7

In re Oetiker 977F .2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992)

The Board held that the Lauro reference, although not "within the appellant®s specific field of endeavort

is nonetheless analogous art" because it relates to a hooking problem, as does Oetikerls invention.

The Board apparently reasoned that all hooking problem are analogous. In order to rely on a reference as

a basis for rejection of the applicantls invention, the reference must either be in the field of the appli-
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cant's endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the inventor
was concerned.
It has not been shown that a person of ordinary skill, seeking to solve a problem of fastening a hose

clamp, would reasonably be expected or motivated to look fasteners for garments.
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O YUERINFERFITEA T A B 7 4 Y SUEICBIT 5201044 7 1 H A RN R T 58 5%

= DWMFRFT A7 A FF 4~ ¥ ®Part C Guidelines for Substantive Examination 11. Inventive
step& V) THIZHES DRI 2D T 70— F HEIZOWTHA NI A4 VP BRENTWS,
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11.5 Problem-and-solution approach®JH T,
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