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Hemingway’s “Parody of the Shooting Club Bylaws:
The Writer’s Postwar Nostalgia in the Cuban Marginalia
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The purpose of this paper is to interpret and analyze “6-6605,” one of the marginalia in the
Hemingway Museum collection in Cuba, which contains parodied bylaws of Hemingway’s shooting
club, in order to observe the sense of nostalgia and irony that remained in Hemingway's mind after the
war.

Hemingway, a hunting enthusiast, frequented the nearby shooting club, “Club de Cazadores,”
when he was living in Cuba. Hemingway appears to have created fictional bylaws for this club,
consisting of eight paragraphs, with humor and irony. Hemingway’s “parody of the shooting club
bylaws” shows the writer’s peculiar desire, hidden behind the jokes, for a male homosocial community,
as well as his love for the soldiers who fought in World War II, which transcended friend and foe, and

reveals the nostalgia that Hemingway himself felt after the war.
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Proposed By-laws for the Club.
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There shall be erected in the club house its-
self a suitable room to be known as the
Valle. Wild ducks and geese of all breeds
shall fly in and out of the windows of this

Acurve prvemmsh() CEeLs room at irregular intervals to be shot at-by,
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I RoR LovsEmeHEE | o or shot at, by any members of the club who

become restless. Club members may bring
their own dogs if they are shooting alone.
@

All members of the club bringing onto the
club premises any Hydrogen or Nuclear
fission bombs must remove any special

booster charges.
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®
That Mr. Diego Velazquez shall be
appointed active club painter and all
members shall have their full length
portraits painted-foraneminal painted with
their horses, dogs, fowling pieces etc. That
these portraits should be painted for a
nominal sum.

@
Ladies Day will eeeur be celebrated at the
club at the end of each century. Founding
members, regardless of their sex, will be
addressed as gentlemen at all times.

®
No patriotic, nationalistic or other anthems
will be sung on the club premises. Provided

that any
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continued
®
member of the club seized by nostalgia,
certified by the club physician in residence,
may sing, if he is alone, the Horst Wessel
song, the Star Spangled Banner,
Giovanezza [Giovinezza] or I Can’t Give
You Anything But Love Baby.
®
Active members are to be allowed one
certified fit of nostalgia in any single year.
@
Founding members are permitted any
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seizure.
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