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By Satoshi KOIKE

Abstract

This paper describes the humanistic realities of citizens’ agricultural workshops as local community places for
lifelong learning on the theme of agriculture. In this study, the following three inter-related points in the contin-
uous learning process are mainly investigated; 1) personal characteristics of the participants in terms of lifelong
development and lifestyles, 2) circumstances of the learning field and the educational effects created therein and
therefrom such as making friendly associations of agriculture and the positive changes generated in their daily
life, and 3) conditions of agricultural activities which the ex-members of the workshops perform in their local
community after graduation. The case study of three workshops located in Nagoya metropolitan area reveals
that the citizens’ agricultural workshops could carry out relevant roles in deepening the understanding of city

people on what agriculture is, and in stimulating their participation in agricultural community development.
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