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This study explores the evolving perspectives on English language in English language
teaching and demonstrates an increasing acceptance of Global Englishes among university
students enrolled in the teacher training program taught by the author. The research
methodology is grounded in over a decade of teaching experience in courses based on the
World Englishes paradigm, recently known as Global Englishes for Language Teaching
(GELT). A detailed qualitative analysis of student feedback was conducted. The study focuses
on changes in students' attitudes towards World Englishes (WE) and English as a Lingua
Franca (ELF). Analysis results suggest a growing openness among students towards diverse
varieties of English. This finding suggests a potentially emerging paradigm shift in English
education in Japan, gradually moving away from the traditional native speaker-centric
approach.
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