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This paper argues the importance of fostering students’ listening as well as speaking
skills in a collaborative manner through speech education at a Japanese university.
There has been an increasing number of activities to facilitate students’ “active learning,”
and presentations have played a major role in the current curricula to achieve this
educational reform. Due to time constraints, however, the majority of class time tends to
be spent on students’ speaking performance, and listeners have very little, if not any,
time to express their opinions or to ask questions after their peers’ presentations.
Compared with the growing trend of speech-oriented activities, research has also
criticized the lack of emphasis that has been placed on listening activities in education
in Japan. Listening is an essential part of communication, and the research suggests that
it should not be overshadowed by the current shift toward the speaker-centered active
learning. This paper introduces a teaching strategy the author has implemented in a
lecture-size speech class and presents the foundation of a speech communication model
that encourages students to become responsible critical listeners as well as confident
speakers through their presentation experiences.
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