Prince’s tour. In 1937, it relocated to its current site in Zhongshan District.

The school featured more Japanese language classes than other girls” schools, making tanka
composition a required subject to hone students’ language skills for mastering “proper Japanese”.
Under its second principal, Masao Ono /NEFIEJfE (1884— 1976, from Kurashiki 2%, tenure: 1925 —
1941), tanka education expanded beyond the curriculum to become a school-wide event. Students
continuously submitted poems to prestigious imperial and shrine poetry dedications such as the
“Imperial New Year Poetry Gathering #XZ45”, “Meiji Shrine Poetry Dedication Festival BAIG {1 &
HRFKES”, “Atsuta Shrine Poetry Offering Ceremony A FH 1= k& 5%, and “Yasukuni Shrine Poetry
Offering Ceremony 5 [E #i*ERREK %57, These prestigious poetry offerings hosted by the Imperial
Court and state shrines in the mainland, achieving numerous selections.

The alumni magazine Fuso [ #% 2% ] (founded in 1924) particularly showcased these
achievements, featuring numerous short-form literary works including poems by current students,
supplementary course students, graduates, and even faculty members. Alongside poems composed for
school events and external tanka competitions, it notably featured works deeply connected to the
school’s educational philosophy, such as “Graduation and Entrance Ceremonies”, “Educational
Ideals”, and “School Trips”, “Physical and Mental Training”, and “Daily Scenes”. It also captured
wartime scenes through the eyes of these young girls, making it a valuable historical document. This
paper introduces approximately 900 poems published in the magazine between 1939 and 1943, as far
as we can ascertain at this time.

Japanese language education in pre-war Japanese colonies was carried out by stripping local
people of their own languages. It is an indisputable fact that tanka education at Taipei Third Girls’
High School was part of this process. On the other hand, the girls” poems examined below suggest
that, within this harsh premise, human interactions existed within the school’s educational setting that

cannot be fully encapsulated by the term “imperialization”.

Keywords: Taiwanese women, “tanka”, liberal arts education, Taipei Third Girls’ High School,

Fuso
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Taipei Third Girls’ High School and the Girls’ Tanka

From Tanka Published in the Alumni Magazine Fuso
TOYODA, Noriko, Faculty of Foreign Studies, Meijo University

Abstract

Published in Japan in the 1990s and generating significant attention, The Taiwan Manyoshu [
BETiEEE] (compiled by Kohd Banri fIZ /7 HL:1926-1998) and its sequel represent a crystallization
of short-poetry literary culture by Taiwan’s Japanese-language generation. Many of the Taiwanese
female poets contributing to these works were graduates of the higher girls’ schools that existed
throughout Taiwan during the Japanese era.

In regions under the colonial rule or control of the Empire of Japan, the creation of traditional
literary forms like tanka and haiku was encouraged as a means to grasp the essence of Japanese culture,
significantly influencing the self-formation of local people. Particularly in colonial Taiwan, those
higher up in the hierarchy of Taiwanese society tended to embrace” “Japanization (modernization)”
more actively. For Taiwanese girls receiving a colonial-modern education under such circumstances,

s,

mastering the culture of Japan’s “mainland” middle and upper classes, such as tanka and haiku, was
considered essential “cultivation” for becoming a proper Yamato nadeshiko (X HI1#ET-; “ideal
Japanese woman”.

The fact that Japanese short-poetry forms were cultivated as part of national language education
in Japanese-ruled Taiwan has been noted in colonial education studies. However, many details
regarding its specific nature and historical materials remain unclear.

This paper aims to uncover and document tanka poems recorded in historical materials related to
Taipei Third Girls” High School & 4L5 = /&% & 4%, an institution that stands out in terms of scale,
organizational structure, and the volume of extant historical records. Through this, it seeks to shed
light on aspects of the school’s educational practices.

The prestigious Taipei Third Girls” High School, predecessor to Taipei Municipal Zhongshan
Girls’ Senior High School & Atz H ILZ ik H1%, the alma mater of Tsai Ing-wen £$353C,
Taiwan’s first female top leader, was established in 1897 during the Japanese colonial period as the
“Taiwan Governor-General’s Office National Language School First Affiliated School Girls’ Branch”
in Shilin == #K, Taipei, as an educational institution for Taiwanese women. After several
transformations, it became the four-year “Taipei Prefectural Taipei Third Higher Girls” School” in
1922. That same year, the “Taiwan Education Ordinance % & #{H 4 encouraged “Japanese-
Taiwanese coeducation”, allowing Japanese students to enroll. The following year, 1923, it was

designated as a “School for Imperial Inspection of Taiwanese Girls” Education” during the Crown
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