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British Minister Thomas H. Preston Rescued
Jews from Holocaust in Kaunas, Lithuania in
Summer, 1940: Compared with Japanese
Consul Chiune Sugihara

By Chiharu INABA

It is described in an article of The Daily Mail that British Minister T. H. Preston in Kaunas, Lithuania, issued

some 1,200 visas — 800 legal, 400 in defiance of Whitehall — that enabled Jews to flee the country and enjoy pro-

tected travel to Palestine or Sweden during the first year of World War II, as Lithuania was caught between on-

rushing Nazi and Soviet forces. In this paper, his rescue story would be reexamined by the diplomatic docu-

ments between the Foreign Office in London and the British Legation in Kaunas in 1940, preserved in the

National Archives, Kew, Richmond.
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