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Abstract

This paper reports on a survey studying agricultural life and local community activities of “cultivating citizens”
loosely organized through a civic agriculture study course, being aware of the issue of expanding underutilized
farmland, and with a view that the course could play a crucial role in promoting agricultural community devel-
opment by utilizing farmland effectively. In this case study, the civic agriculture study course held in City of Ichi-
nomiya, Aichi Prefecture has been investigated, because the graduates have formed an alumni association for
keeping memories of co-leaning. Main findings are as follows. 1) Many graduates are so sensitive to lives of
plants that they can emotionally commit to vegetable growth. They also tend to involve in caretaking for local
community and have concerns about the progress of underutilization of home farmland as stakeholders in the
problem. 2) “Sense of co-growing” with vegetables which has been realized collectively through learning in the
course creates bond among the participants, to lead to communal agricultural activities after graduation. Howev-
er, 3) these initiatives are limited within a part of the graduates’ association, and among the whole members,
motivation for civic participation in agriculture has not increased enough to raise concrete actions. These find-
ings indicate that the civic agriculture study course serves as a hub for “cultivating citizens” confronted with the
farmland underutilization problem, but its nodal function is not working sufficiently. For the course to enhance
the function and play the above-mentioned role, it is important to activate the association as an organization for
“community learning and development” concerning agriculture. Therefore, this study has organized a seminar
by collecting the interested members in the association, to try an experiment for awareness-raising of the partic-

ipants.
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